334 GOD DELIVER ME FROM THE TITLES ! &C. [
They have practised with us for the burning of Her Majesty's ships ; therefore there cwould be some good care had of them : but not as it may appear that anything is discovered, as your Lordship's consideration can well provide.
The King hath sent a ruby of good price to the Queen of Scots, with letters also; which, in my judgement, were good to be delivered. The letters be of no importance: but his message by word is to comfort her, and say that " He hath now none other care, than to place her in her own."
It were good also that the Ambassador did make request unto your Lordship that fitzwilliams may have access to the Queen of Scots, to render thanks for the delivery of our prisoners [i.e., of such of hawkins's Third Voyage men, as had been sent to Spain by this time, July^ 1571, and were not in the Inquisition, see p. 327], which are now at liberty. It will be a very good colour [pretence] for your Lordship to confer with him [i.e.9 PlTZWlLLlAM] more largely.
I have sent your Lordship the (or rather a] copy of my Pardon from the King of Spain, in the very order and manner I have it. The Duke of medina, and the Duke of alva hath, every of them, one of the same Pardons more amplified, to present to me; although this be large enough ! with very great titles and honours from the King: from which, may GOD deliver me!
I send your Lordship also the copy of my letter from the Duke of feria, in the very manner as it was written; with his wife's and son's hands in the end.
Their practices be very mischievousj and they be never idle ; but GOD, I hope, will confound them ! and turn their devices upon their own necks!
I will put my business in some order, and give mine attendance upon Her Majesty, to do her that service that, by your Lordship, shall bethought most convenient in this case.
I am not tedious with your Lordship, because fitz-wtlliams cometh himself; and I mind not to be long after him ! and thus I trouble your good Lordship no further.
From Plymouth, the 4th day of September, 1571, Your good Lordship's most faithfully to my power,
john  hawkins. Addressed— To the Right Honourable the lord burghley, give this !

